
 

 

Dear Drepung Loseling Members and Friends— 
 
By now most of you are probably aware of the devastating earthquake that struck within the Himalayan region on 
Saturday.  Centered between Katmandu and Pokhara in Nepal, the earthquake has killed and injured thousands in 
Nepal and in neighboring areas of Tibet and India.  Hospitals and rescue teams are beyond capacity, families have 
been separated, and tens of thousands more are struggling to procure the basic necessities of shelter, food and clean 
water.  Moreover, this is a region where many Tibetans, Nepalese and Biharis were already having difficulty meeting 
these basic needs.  Several smaller monasteries connected to Drepung Loseling are located within the affected area 
and because of the lack of functioning communications, we have little information about how they are faring.   
 
It’s clear that this heartbreaking situation will require a global effort, but it also presents an opportunity for each of us 
as individuals.  In a profound crisis like this, we are sharply reminded of how much each one of must rely on others, 
and how appreciative anyone would be to receive help in such dire circumstances.  Please take a moment to 
remember that those affected directly by this terrible tragedy are just like us in that they wish to be happy and to be 
free of suffering, and it’s up to each of us to do whatever is within our ability to help. 
 
As we have in past times of natural disaster, the Drepung Loseling community is mounting an immediate effort to 
assist.  First, if you are in a position to monetarily contribute to the relief efforts, we are collecting funds to donate 
to Save the Children and Doctors Without Borders.  Save the Children has worked in Nepal since 1976 and has a 
well-developed infrastructure with 500 aid workers already on the ground and an in-depth knowledge of the affected 
areas outside of Katmandu.  Doctors Without Borders is mobilizing field hospitals including surgical teams that are 
desperately needed to address the injuries, as well as to prevent secondary epidemics.  Both groups are recommended 
by USA Today, The New York Times, and ABC News as reliable organizations to donate to for the earthquake relief 
effort, and both have excellent ratings on Charity Navigator. 
 
DLM will initiate the collection with $1,000 from the Director’s Discretionary Fund and will collect additional 
donations until Tuesday, May 5th.  To contribute, you may do so in person at the monastery, or on line by going to our 
secure donation page: 
 
https://www.buyersusa.com/secure/drepung/donation.cfm 
 
In the “other” box, please write “earthquake relief,” and fill in the amount you’d like to contribute, along with the 
other information.  We will post a full accounting of what is received, and the donations will be divided equally 
between the two organizations. 
 
Additionally, in lieu of the usual Tuesday night teaching, we will hold a special puja on behalf of both the victims 
and survivors tomorrow evening, Tuesday April 28th, at 7:30pm.  It is my hope that you can join with the resident 
teachers, staff, members and friends to offer your prayers, dedications and heartfelt wishes for the immediate relief of 
all those suffering.    
 
Please help in whatever way you can. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Geshe Lobsang Tenzin Negi 
Spiritual Director, Drepung Loseling Monastery, Inc. 


